
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

                  

And what happens next?  
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Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

Advent – the season of Hope 

Christmas – a time to rejoice 
 

Hope sometimes seems in short supply, when 

we look at the state of our world and the 

turmoil we may be experiencing within. All 

around us we see things we could be anxious 

about – the future of our nation, of the 

Church, of the planet, personal and family 

problems. And yet Jesus comes, into our 

messy world and messy lives. 

“Hold on to hope,” Pope Francis tells us. Every 

baby born is "the promise of a life that once 

again shows it is stronger than death."  

Every baby is a promise, but how much more 

Jesus, God becoming one of us, the light 

shining in the darkness? 

Have you prayed with Philippians 4: 4-7? 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: 
rejoice!...The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, 
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God that surpasses all 
understanding will guard your hearts and minds           
in Christ Jesus.  

Our mission as disciples is to share the hope 

we have been given. May we take some quiet 

time during this Advent season to sit in the 

presence of God, giving up all that weighs 

heavily on our hearts and relaxing into the 

hope to which God calls us. And may our joy 

be evident to those around us.  

                

  Hope and rejoice! 

  

 

 

 

   Have you seen “the light?” 
 

One thing I like about November and 

December is the increased visibility of 

sunrises and sunsets. With the leaves off the 

trees and the position of the sun, I can see 

them from windows of my house. And 

sunrise is late enough that I am awake to 

enjoy it. One morning I was sitting in my 

favorite chair doing my morning prayer and 

wondering why I wasn’t seeing any evidence 

of the sunrise. It was time. 

 

I turned off the lights and there it was, the 

light of dawn, not only on the eastern 

horizon but a faint light infusing the entire 

sky out the south window, as well. I realized 

there was a lesson in the moment. 

 

When our sight is blinded by the artificial 

light - all the distractions around us - we 

may not see the dawning of the true light, 

Jesus, who tells us that HE is the light of the 

world, the light which the darkness can’t 

overcome. 

  

 
 

                  

Sometimes sitting 

quietly in the dark  

helps us to see the 

light. 

I am the light of the 
world: those who 
follow me shall not 
walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of 

life.                    Jn 8:12                     


